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Against LF representation of focus

According to a common view, the correlation of sound and meaning in focus dependencies is mediated
syntactically. In “Kim (only) spoke to [the new SECRETARY]”, for example, a syntactic feature F on [the new
secretary] leads to prosodic prominence on ‘secretary’ on the one hand and to a special semantic meaning
on the other hand, which accounts for the ability of the sentence to felicitously answer the question “Who
did Kim speak to?” and to its exhaustive inference that Kim didn’t speak to the dean. | will argue against
this view and in favor of an unmediated alternative, one with neither syntactic nor semantic representation
of focus, where pragmatic reasoning applies directly to prosodic highlighting.
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