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https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/kantor

The Kantor CenteMethodology

The report is based on the ongoing Kantor Center for the study of Contemporary

9dzNR LISIFY WSgNERI (KS a awark 8ndonithg viaoNd réportddnd &S (G S
data sent to us by organizations and contact persons in about 40 couqtaesetwork

we established during more than 25 years of activity. It should be noted that The Kantor

Center and database is the only center]drael and abroad, that monitors and analyzes

antisemitic manifestations worldwide, according to the same criteria, over such a long

period of time that make a mulifear comparison possible. Nevertheless, we are aware

of the possibility that not all thealevant data on antisemitic manifestations has reached

us, because in many countries monitoring is not consistent or systematic; or because their
RIGFolasSa FNBE NBAGNAROGSR (2 FNBS |Jasai A O &G dzR
monitoring agen@s agree; not all manifestations are reported. Still, we do believe that

information about the major manifestations has reached us.

The data and numbers presented herein on major violent antisemitic cases are the result
of a specific monitoring and analgsystem developed by the Kantor Center team, using
specific criteria:

1. Proven antisemitic motivation;

2. Counting a multevent as one case;

3. No exaggeration or diminishing the severity of the situation;

4. Distinguishing between violent cases and verbal angavishanifestations.

Differences might occur between our published data on the number of violent incidents
and those released by other monitoring communities and institutes. Monitoring
communities and agenciesometimes present numbers of all types of aetistic
manifestations put together, violent, verbal and visual.

We are aware of the necessity to analyze antisemitism in the broadest possible context.
Therefore, there can be no understanding of antisemitism without a solid background
knowledge of the pdiical, economic and social developments in any given country and
in the international arena, and for this we are indebted to our contributors from the world
at large.



Lockdown with Keyboards: Antisemitism Worldwide 2020the Corona
Year

Abstract

The coronavirus pandemic and the resulting reality dictated both the nature and extent
of antisemitism in 2020, which was an unusually tense and turbulent year all over the
world. Prejudice, superstition, primordial emotions, and bizarre theories surfaced
dominated the scene, and manifestations of antisemitism, both verbal and visual, were
vicious and outrageous.

Blaming the Jars and Israelis for developing and spreading the coronavifos
Yudeoviru§, was the main motif in this ye@rantisemitiananifestations. This notion

is rooted in a deep fear of the Jew/Israeli as a spreader of disease in both the past and
present.lran contributed to the accusati@ dissemination.

Lockdowns reduced encounters between Jews and theimibhers diminishinghe
number of violent incidents from 456 to 37la number typical for 201-2018.
Moreover, no one was murdered this year for being Jewish, although any physical
attack might end in a severe or fatal outcorma. most countries a decrease was
observed irviolent incidents, attacks on both people and property, threats and arson,
but the level of vandalism against Jewish property and institutions remained
unchanged.

o0 A rise was registered in Ukraine, and a decline in Australia, the UK and
especially in Francand Canada. Worrying trends continued in Germany and
the USA:

o0 in Germany a rise was recorded in the total number of incidents, with the
opposition to vaccines generating comparisons the Holocaust, and
continueddesecration of Jewish memorials and cesréds;

o in the US antisemitic activities on the internet have intensified, and focal
events like the killing of George Floyd by a police officer, the emergence of the
BLM (Black Lives Matter) and Antifa movements as well as the Presidential
elections haveengendered conspiracy theories and boosted the activities of
white supremacists and QAnon.

Vaccine opponentsboth in Israel and abroad, compare the pandemic to the period
of the Holocaust, and themselves to the persecuted J&hs notion peaked with a
comparison of Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla to Josef Mengele.

The lockdown enhanced all types of online activity, impacting the extent of
antisemitism: the restrictions imposed on large networking services like Twitter and
Facebook, and the commitments they toogon themselveg, to erase expressions

of hatred, racism and antisemitism, started to reduce the number of antisemitic



manifestations on the web. At the same time, both antisemitic and-Aiunist
expressions became fiercer and more accusative, as # mdshe pandemic's spread
and its dire economic consequences.

- Extremist groups, especially on the far right, such as white supremacists and neo
Nazis, left the open social networks, moving their operations to the clandestine
darknet - which is free of ay restrictions or supervision. In the darknet, which grew
substantially over the past year, they run their own websites, that are very hard to
track. Ultimately, the decline that was observed in antisemitic manifestations in the
open networks, was accompera by a rise in antisemitic activities on the darknet.

- Another new phenomenon to emerge during the pandemic was zebombing as
zoom became a most common and effective channel of communication, extremist
individuals and small groups seized the opportyrand began to break into zoom
conferences of synagogues, Jewish community centers and university students,
disrupting the meetings and posting their own hate messages instead. The number of
such disruptions is hard to quantify.

- The economic crisigesulting from the pandemic significantly lessened the ability of
the BDS to inflict financial damage on Israel and Jewish institutidnstead, BDS has
focused its efforts on Lawfarewarfare in the legal arena, as well as support for the
Palestinian suggle against the Abraham Accords and Alstheli cultural
collaboration.

The trend of accusing Jews and Israelis for spreading -@8waned somewhat in the
summer, but was rekindled in the fall, with the advent of the vaccinesetween,
several otler important events occurred, like the killing of George Floyd, the emergence
2T .[aX YR (GKS 9dz2NRPLISIY [/ 2dzNI 2F WdzadA OS¢
slaughtering, reinforcing antisemitic expressions and attacks.

Several important achievements inglattle against antisemitism should be noted, such
as the appointment of more special envoys in various countries and institutions, a growing
willingness to adopt the Working Definition of Antisemitism, allocation of funds for
ensuring the security of Jash communities, and increased restrictions on the social
media. The Kantor Center is currently mapping the adoption of the Working Definition of
Antisemitism worldwide, alongside the heated debate that surrounds it.

A detailed overview

- Blaming the Jews ah Israelis for developing and spreading the coronavir(s
JudeoviruQis a graver accusation than any previously made against Jews throughout
history: Today's pandemic is regarded as a presknyt Holocaust, a devastating
global calamity, that has alagly killed more than 2.5 million people and caused
extensive economic devastation. About a year ago, in February 2020, the pandemic
began to spread across the globe, immediately followed by accusations that the virus

6



had been developed and was being sprégdlews and Israelis; they are the ones who
would find a cure and vaccine for the disease, selling it to the ailing world and making
a huge profit. Over the following months this libel spread rapidly. We received reports
to this effect from dozens of cotmes, in the form of aggressive messages and
numerous malicious caricatures. Moreover, the accusation was heard not only from
extremist circles, such as white supremacists, uitvaservative Christians, or the
usual accusers like Iran, Turkey and theeBtalian Authority. It also spread to
populations with no welblefined political or ideological identiti€ésThe Rothschild
family and billionaire George Soros, who was previously blamed for bringing the
immigrants to Europe, are mentioned repeatedly asrtpars in the global
pharmaceutical industry, funding the spread of the virus and expected to gain even
more wealth from it. Haredi Jews were especially targeted, because they were
infected in large numbers while disobeying the imposed regulations.

o Whilein the US, for example, accusations mostly target Jews in general and
Haredi Jews in particular, in the Middle East, it is Israel, Zionism and the
Mossad that are considered responsible for the global situation.

o Iran has facilitated the dissemination thfis accusation: In South America, for
instance, Iran has TV and radio networks, such as Hispan TV, that blame Israel,
and a Twitter campaign, probably Iranian, equating Israel with the virus, has
reached millions of userdétan's Supreme Leader Ali Khamee uses his own
Twitter account to constantly call for terrorism against Israel and for Israel's
annihilation, comparing the country to the coronavirts.

o Islamist propaganda in general describes Israel itself as the virus that is most
dangerous to humamyt naming it Covid 948, after the year in which Israel
was establishedIDF soldiers are accused of spreading the virus in the
Palestinian Authority, and warders in Israeli prisons are accused of injecting it
to prisoners?

Jewsl/Israelis as spreaders ofsgase:The common maxim, that Jews will be blamed
anyway for any trouble under the sun, does not suffice in this case. Deep fear of the
Jewl/lIsraeli as a spreader of disease in both the past and present, is at the source of
the accusation. This is fear @n unknown disease, rapidly spreading, darkly

1 https://erhumanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities _en.tau.ac.il/files/meedixer/Humanities/TAU
Spokesperon Summary Coronavirubased Antisemitism (1).pdf

2 https://www.haaretzom/usnews/.premiunrsorosconspiracytheoriesplay-prominentin-attacks
againstu-s-jewishpoliticans1.9212170

3 https://en
humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities _en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20

-%20Summary%20Coronavirimsed%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf

4 https://www.gov.il/lhe/Departments/General/report 240121

5 https://en
humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20

-%20Summary%20Coronavirimsed%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
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https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-soros-conspiracy-theories-play-prominent-in-attacks-against-u-s-jewish-politicans-1.9212170
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-soros-conspiracy-theories-play-prominent-in-attacks-against-u-s-jewish-politicans-1.9212170
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-soros-conspiracy-theories-play-prominent-in-attacks-against-u-s-jewish-politicans-1.9212170
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report_anti240121
https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report_anti240121
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
https://en-humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20-%20Summary%20Coronavirus-based%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf

mysterious, and such dread engenders prejudice, superstition and primordial
emotions, like those evoked by tuberculosis or leprosy when they had no cure.
Throughout history Jews have been perceived as spreadelisease, ever since they
were driven out of Egypt: supposedly the Tribes of Israel had contracted leprosy and
infected their surroundings, leading to their isolation and consequent banishment
from the Land of Goshen; The accusation of ywelsoning wa added in the Middle
Ages, during the Black Plague of the +hi' century, when people looked for
someone to blame for the great catastrophe; Jews served as physicians in the courts
of kings and princes, and many legends reflect fear of their great pamer
knowledge; In the USA of the late1@entury Jews were blamed for spreading typhus
and cholera; the Nazis were obsessively terrified of Jews as spreaders of disease,
describing them as rats, mice and lice, not as a metaphor but as the real-thing
Germans would open doors in the ghettos by kicking the door handle with their boots
in order not to touch itg and their propaganda spread throughout Europe, as did the
propaganda engulfing the smalled'Poctor<plotQnitiated by Stalin toward the end

of his life. The term Judeovir§sadded to the lexicon this year, effectively
encapsulates this fear and the reemergence of the Jew's persona as a spreader of
diseas¥.

Figures and trendsThe restrictions imposed on populations as a result of the
pandemicaltered the nature of antisemitic activities: Just like other populations,
including antiSemite activists, Jews were absent from the public space. Many
community institutions were closed down, children stayed at home, and consequently
no one was murderedhis year for being Jewish. The count of bodily injuries
decreased from 170 in 2019 to 107 in 2020. Damage to private property was also
reduced from 130 to 84 incidents, simply because people mostly stayed at home. On
the other hand, a rise was observed desecrations of Jewish cemeteries and
vandalizing of Holocaust memorials and other Jewish monumeritsm 77 to 96
incidents, because these sites are open and unprotected. The number of vandalized
synagogues also increased from 53 to 63, since beingd;ltisey became easy préy.

In the US a gradual rise in violent incidents has been observed for several years,
reaching 119 this year, and Germany also saw a significant escalation in the total
number of cases, reaching 2,275 (compared to 1,839 in 20tt@) highest number
recorded since 2001 including 59 violent incidents. In both countries, vandalism
accounted for most of the incidenfsA significant decline was noted in Australia, the
UK and especially France, where the Ministry of the Interior amel dewish
Community both reported a drop of 50% in all types of incidents, due to the tight
lockdown, as well as Canada, where the number of violent cases dropped by more

6 https://twitter.com/hashtag/judeovitus

7 https:/len
humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/[Humanities/PP_DP_260720.pdf

8 See attached graphs, compiled by Dr. Haim Fireberg.
9 See report on Germany by Ms. Sarah Rembiszewski herein.
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than a half!° Most incidents occurred in countries with large Jewish communities: th
US, Canada, the UK, Australia, France and Germany. In all other countries, with the
exception of Ukraine, less than 10 incidents (per country) occurred in 2020.

- Antisemitism on the webSince the public space was shut down during the pandemic,
and people stayed at home with their computers, activities in the social media
skyrocketed. These included antisemitic activities and messagtsch escalated in
aggressiveness and verbal abuSece countries closed down their borders, greatly
restricting exits and entries, discussions on immigrants and immigration, the focus of
attention in previous years, were replaced by online discourse on the coronavirus, the
economy and who was to blamerfthe crisis. When zoom became a major means of
communication, a phenomenon called zodrambing emerged, breaking into zoom
conferences of synagogues, Jewish community centers and Jewish students,
disrupting the meetings and using the platform to their ovhate messages
swastikas, antisemitic presentations or speechesetc.

o The monitoring system of Israel's Ministry of Diaspora Affairs identified more
than a million antisemitic posts in English during 2020, as well as about a
million in other languages including approximately 500,000 in Arabic and
250,000 in FrenchThis marks a drop of about 50% compared to 2018,
achieved through agreements with the leading media comparniégre is,
however, a downside to this improvement: the decrease of antisemiiis
the leading networks led to a strengthening of undercurregtsamely, the
darknet.

0 Analysis of darkn&@ contents reveals that while in the open networks about
70% of the antisemitic messages deal with new antisemitism, and about a
guarter express elssic antisemitism, this ratio is reversed in the darknet:
about 70% manifest classic antisemitism and only about 20% display new
antisemitism??

o Possibly users, particularly in the US and UK, came to regard the new
antisemitism in the open networks, inclundy antisemitic descriptions of Israel,
emphasis on Zionist conspiracies and discussions on the BDS, as more political
and not truly antisemitie and thus more legitimate than classic antisemitism,
and certainly more than support for Nazi ideology or tenial or distortion
of the Holocaust, both of which have risen over the past year.

10 See report by the SPCJ Brance herein.

11 https://www.nytimes.con2020/03/20style/zoombombingoomtrolling.html.

12 https://www.gov.il/he/Departments/General/report 240121

12 https//en
humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities_en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Humanities/TAU%20Spokesperon%20
-%20Summary%20Coronavirimsed%20Antisemitism%20(1).pdf
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The darknet and extremist groups in the U®&s noted above, 202@aw an
advancement in legislation, restrictions and agreements between international
institutions that moritor and combat antisemitism and the large networks, especially

in the West. Other countries, such as Russia, China, Iran and some Arab countries, did
not sign such agreements, and have their own platforms. The restrictions led
extremist groups to leave thopen networks, and descend into the dark or alternative
net, where they can be free of any supervision or restrictitfuite a number of
websites host these groups, changing their names and entrance procedures to
prevent exposure. Thus, for example, AH 8 became KUNS8, where righing
extremists feed each other with materials they prefer, sucfflas Turner Diariesa
dystopian novel describing a violent race war in the US, which ultimately annihilates
all nonwhites in the world. The FBI has definds novel as the Bible of the racist
right: the perpetrators of the terror attacks near San Diego, in Christchurch, New
Zealand, and also in Halle and Vienna, drew inspiration from this book, while finding
the contacts and training they needed on the daek!4 Trafficking of arms, women,
pedophilia and pornography also takes place in the clandestine darknet, and Iran has
its own darknet station, Press TV, that also spreads its messages out in th&open.

o One major example of the growing presence of extreésiisthe darknet is the
QAnon movementLaunched in 2016, QAnon has gradually expanded, and by
2020 it had acquired a wide audience of supportditsis farright movement,
defined by the US Department of Homeland Security as a potential source of
domesticterrorism®is founded upon a bizarre conspiracy theory, wheraby
secret cabal of pedophilic and cannibalisti8atanworshippersis running a
global childsextraffickingring and even devouring the children(!)

0 According to some American media, QAnon has acquired millions of followers
and fans, because it presents an image of a cosmic struggle between a cult
striving for world domination through the Demodsa (QAno® sworn
enemies), blacks, and Jews on one side, and the true patriots who support
Donald Trump and defend the foundation on which the US was built, as they
see it, on the othet’

o Before the last presidential elections, some of QAnon's spokespgrso
advocated violence if their opponents should win, and in fact members of this
group stood out in the storming of the US Capitol. Even though the Jews are
not at the top of their list, but rather all those who do not fit into their

13 See report by Dr. Lev Topor on Antisemitism on the Dark Web: Conspiracies, Commurtties an
Actions herein.
14 https://www.britannica.com/topic/TkEurnerDiaries

15 https://www.presstv.com/

16 https://www.hsdl.org/c/conspiragheorytrendsganon/

17 https://www.vox.com/2020/10/9/21504910/garmmnspiracytheoryfacebookbantrump.
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worldview, the familia motifs are quite cleag¢ murdering children and using
their bodies.

o0 In effect this is just one more version of the blood libel and the evil force
striving for world domination behind the scenes: Cabal is a term used in
antisemitic and other conspiracy ébries to signify a dark, secret body with
evil powers. The storming of the Capitol was closely followed by a wave of
extreme antisemitic and an#ionist expressions in the unsupervised
networks, including death threats, calls for the-§ Jewish rats téeavecour
country€, and letting the Zionists know that they, the patriots, would not allow
a hostile takeover of the White House.The acronym ZOG, a known
derogatory term used by the American far right, which stands for Zionist
Occupation Government, naging that the Zionists run the US government,
has also been restored by QAnbh.

Vaccine opponents and the Holocaust, in Israel and abro&uhce the pandemic is
perceived as a terrible catastrophe, it is compared to the worst disaster the world has
ever known ¢ the Holocaust. This comparison is especially prevalent among vaccine
opponents, who equate the restrictions and lockdowns for containing the pandemic
with policies of the Nazi regime. Establishment and governments are accused of
applying means ofaercion: lockdowns are compared to incarceration in ghettos and
concentration camps; vaccines are described as wicked medical experiments;
certificates granting privileges after vaccination are seen as the infamous 'selection’
procedure in Nazi death campantivaxxers feel that they are as undesirable and
persecuted as the Jews were; the epitaph on the gate to Auschwitz served as a source
for the new slogan 'The vaccine sets one free'; and so on. In Germany, where
opposition to the vaccines is particuladirong, demonstrators wore a yellow star on
their clothes, with the word 'unvaccinated' replacing the word 'Jew', and called
Chancellor Merkel a Na#.Opposition to the vaccines has generated social and
political tension, partly because it comes from gps that either oppose or don't
recognize the establishment, like the Haredim in Israel, or from people who define
themselves as outsiders who don't follow the rules, largely-weftgers. Faright
supporters of former President Trump also held similawg. The word 'Auschwitz'

was observed on a blackshirt worn by someone in the crowd that stormed the US
Capitol. The words 'Auschwitz', 'Josef Mengele' and others also appear on many
posters, caricatures and illustrations, both in Israel and abroad. alia Rahav,
Head of the Infectious Disease Unit at the Sheba Medical Ceragecalled a Nazi, and

a newspaper in Greece published the picture of Albert Bourla, a Greek Jew and CEO

18 https://www.clevelandjewishnews.com/news/local newsHdaolersgroupsreactto-protesters-anti

semiticsign/article 184d17b830411eaab52b31d5703d75d.html

https://www.ecaj.org.au/wordpressipntent/uploads/ECAAntisemitismtReport2020.pdf

19 https://www.adl.org/education/references/hsyenbols/zog

20 https://www.dw.com/en/maltesenvoyquits-aftercalling-merkela-nazi/a53387702
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of Pfizer, next to a picture of MengetéThe advent of the vaccinespupled with

Israel's vast vaccination campaign, assisted by Israelis and Jews who hold prominent
positions in the companies that produce these vaccines, like Bourla and Tal Zaks, Chief
Medical Officer at Moderna, reinforced the accusations: Israelis and jiB@n hands

so that Israel may be first to recover from the pandemic, while the rest of the world
stands in line and begs the Jews for help.

Impact of major eventsDuring the summer of 2020 the wave of accusations seemed
to wane. They appeared less frggntly, and the traditional outbreaks of violence
were not observed during the Jewish holidays. The accusations were, however,
renewed in the fall, with the emergence of the vaccines. In fact they had not
disappeared, but had been replaced by others: Rajtdr the killing ofGeorge Floyd

by a police officer in Minneapolis in May, the content of accusations against Jews and
Israelis, both individually and collectively, changed from one day to the next: First, the
slave tradersvho had shipped hundreds ohdusands of Africans to the US, were
allegedly Jews, 'privileged' then as now, closely connected to the ruling class,
financially benefiting from these ties and holding key positions. In this way, a
continuity was established between the image of the Jewprevious centuries and

the Jews of today. This accusation, totally lacking any historical foundation, divided
the Afro-American public from the Jewish commungyn complete contrast to the

fact that many Jewish leaders and youth took part in the Aincericans' struggle for

civil rights??2 Moreover, theBlack Lives Matter movemeniemerging after the killing

of George Floyd, which was originally geiolent and won the support of the Jewish
public, later exhibited antisemitic views in its slogans and alestrations. Examples
include the June protests in Paris, which merged withpatestinian demonstrations,

as well as outbursts of vandalism in American cities, that became the order of the day.
23 Second, the allegedly fabbunded news that the Israeldice train American
policemen, goading them towards ruthlessness and racism, spread quickly. This
notion turned the existing collaboration combating terrorism and sharing
intelligence- into a means for allegedly imbuing American police with the ugiiyst

of Jewsl/Israelis, suggesting that Israelis are able to impact forces much larger than
themselves. Third, the comparison between Palestinians and-Afrericans also
came up immediatelg implying that both populations suffer from the cruelty of Israe
and its Jewish supporters, and that this similar, dual oppression is enabled by the close
alliance between Israel and the US government.

The Antifa movementjoined forces with BLM and BDS. This movement, which
comprises a variety of groups and networks, first originated in the 1930's, focusing on
an aggressive struggle against-fght extremism and racism in all their forms. Its

21 See report by Michal Navoth on Greece herein.
22 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/jevesidthe-africanslavetrade/

23 https://www.afr.com/world/europe/wh¥lacklives-matterprotestsare-a-catalystfor-anti-semitism

20200623p555ch
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activists advocate the strayest opposition to the West in general and capitalism in
particular, and being mostly extreme fhaftists, they are ardent andisraelis. They

side and operate with BLM, they are at the spearhead of BDS, and have voiced support
for Palestinian terror angiolence in US campusés.

In December, toward the end of the year, another issue surfaced: the declaration of
EU's Court of Justice in Luxembourg permitting states to ban both kosher
slaughtering and Muslim HalalA little earlier, in September, the sant@ourt had
announced that it was committed to freedom that would enable both Jews and
Muslims to live by the customs of their respective faiths, and in November the EU
Council published a long, even moving declaration denouncing antisenittiBor

both these important declarations contrast with the image of the Jew, as reflected in
the ban on kosher slaughtering: once again the Jews' alleged innate cruelty emerges,
a legacy derived from the OIld Testament with its jealous and vengeful God, Who
commands His ftowers to raise a strong arm, this time against helpless animals. This
cruelty goes hand in hand with yet another characterigtisamely the dogmatism
reflected in adherence to ageld halachas, that should long ago have been changed
and adapted to a moern world that regards the treatment of animals as a measure
of values and compassion. The inversion typical of antisemitism is clear: In the Middle
Ages the Jews were accused of having an affinity, even intimate relation, with pigs;
using blood is prohibed in Judaism, because 'blood is the soul’, but blood libels
continued into the 2& century; and kosher slaughtering was publicly denounced as
hurtful to the animal, even though the European public is quite ignorant of its
procedures. One horrible imagagraved in the Germans' collective memory comes
from the 'The Eternal Jew', a film produced at Goebbels' command: a line of bearded
Jews with knives in their hands and an evil grin on their faces, a cow slaughtered,
twitching in agony for long moments s blood pours onto the floof® Germans
weren't the only ones to see this film, which came to symbolize Jewish cruelty toward
animals. Like all Nazi propaganda, it was distributed throughout Europe. So the ban
on kosher slaughtering may not be antisemitier se, but it does reinforce this
negative image of the Jew.

The activities of the BD@oycott, Divestment and Sanctions) were impacted by both
the pandemic and the political changes in the Middle Easainly the normalization

of relations between Istel and several Arab states, and the signing of the US
sponsored Abraham Accords. The impact of the pandemic and economic slowdown
was reflected in a significant decrease in dataeli economic initiatives. Even the US
publication of a blacklist of compa&s operating beyond the green line did not
increase their numbef! On the other hand, support for the activities of afgraeli

24 https://www.wsj.com/articlesfa-whatis-antifa11598985917

25 https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2026p200163en.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/47065/st13&320.pdf

26 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/articlef@gejude.

27 See report by Dr. Giovanni Quer on BDS herein.
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students and Palestinian boycott initiatives was continued. Support for the
Palestinians, who consider themselves wrongedhigyAbraham Accords, led the BDS
to oppose normalizatiorg in contradiction to its spokespersons' declarations about
wishing for peace and prosperity in the Middle East. In this context, most boycott
initiatives targeted Arab performers who appeared ina&dror together with Israeli
performers. These boycotts engendered a heated debate in Israel's Arab $eltor.
addition, the debate about a juristic boycott on Israel intensified: those in favor
declare that they promote freedom of speech, while their oppnts claim that the
boycott is tainted with antisemitism. In the US aBDS legislation is in effect in states
that adopted it, and the movement was declared antisemitic by Foreign Secretary
Pompeo. In Europe, however, opinions vary: The European Gdduman Rights has

reversed French legislation against the BDS, and in the UK a court reversed a decision

made in accordance with an afBDS government policy. In Germany the Bundestag's
2019 decision is still in effect, defining the BD&rgumentationand methods as
antisemitic?®

- In Germanya significant gap was identified between the efforts of the government
and its various agencies to combat antisemitism, and its réf manifestations:In
2020 a rise was recorded in the total number of incideritem 2,032 in 2019 to 2,275
¢ an increase of 11% and the highest figure since 2001. 410 of these events occurred
in Berlin during the first half of the year. The real numbers are probably much higher,
since surveys have found that about 80% of the ingisl@re not reported (an average
of 75% are not reported in EU countries). Moreover, very few arrests are made, and
punishment is almost nonexistent. The numberadicalMuslim activists has grown,
and farright activists have apparently increased thewmbers by about 7,000
8,0003° A growing number of these activists join the military and the police force,
amassing arms and training for the day when they will overthrow the government.
According to police reports, 90% of the antisemitic incidents werpgteated by the
far right,3! but this estimate has been severely criticized, as it was in 2019, because
once again the part of the radical Muslims was greatly underestimated.

o0 The desecration of monuments, particularly Holocaust memorials, including
the wdl-known Stolpersteine (stumbling stones), as well as Jewish cemeteries,
continued in 2020; Many zooimombing incidents were recorded; Opposition
to Covidl9 restricions and vaccines was manifested in weekly
demonstrations over several months, attendedauliversity of participantg
not necessarily from the far right, and voicing extreme ideas that compared
the pandemic to the Holocaust; Descent into the clandestine darknet was
observed in both Germany and Austria, due to the ban on Holocaust denial

281bid.

29 https://www.bbc.com/news/av/worlthiddle-east55000041 https://www.reuters.com/articlefus
germanybdsisracidUSKCN1SN204

30 See report on Germany by Ms. Sarah Rembiszewski herein.

31 https://www.jposicom/bdsthreat/antisemitikcrimesincreasen-germanypolice-report658941
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andon support for Nazism, as well as thestrictions and penalties imposed

by the Bundestag on Twitter and Facebook; Support for the QAnon movement
is widespread; and generally people seem to be growing tired of discourse on
the Holocaust¢ a trend confirmedby a comprehensive survey held on
International Holocaust Remembrance Fay.

o Opposition to the Working Definition of Antisemitism is on the rise, especially
among those who claim that the Definition blocks criticism toward Isfidet
trend was particuldy apparent in the heated public debate surrounding the
views of Cameroonian philosopher Achille Mbenibe.

o In the ongoing effort to combat these antisemitic activities and trends, a few
dozen special envoys were appointed in various locations and institytaond
increased funds were allotted to the protection of Jewish communities, as well
as education combating racism and antisemitiskermany® legislation on
these issues is perhaps the most meticulous in the world, with the Bundestag
dedicating indepth discussions to the BDS and restrictions on the social
media.

o0 There is also an attempt to closely monitor the-faght, especially within the
military and police force, including searches for concealed weapons, and a
commando unit was even disbanded a®sult.3* Angela Merkel has declared
that antisemitism is a disgrace, and that she herself is deeply ashamed about
the rise of antisemitism, which is becoming increasingly present and
unabashed®

Achievements in the battle against antisemitism

This year,ike the previous two years, saw some reassuring achievements in the battle
against antisemitism.

First, more special envoys, responsible for combating antisemitism, were appointed in
several countrieslike the Netherlands, Romania and Canada, and theyeo¥the US
State Department was promoted to the rank of Ambassador. UN Secr&emgral
Antonio Guterres appointed Miguel Moratinos as UN Focal Point for combating
antisemitism3®

32 https://www.deutschlandfunkitur.de/studiezu-70-jahrenachauschwitziungedeutschesind
des.1278.de.html?dram:article id=310367

33 https://www.dw.com/en/whachillembembewasaccusd-of-antisemitism/a53293797

34 https://www.dw.com/en/kskiermanspeciatforcescompanydissolveddueto-far-right-concerns/a
54386661

35 https://www.dw.com/en/angel@erkeHamentsdisgraceof-kristallnacht/a55548319

36 https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/unitetionsappointsfirst-un-focalpoint-to-monitor
antisemitism636863
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In March the Austrian Parliament made a decision, considered historichksgported

by all parties, including those on the extreme right and left, to combat antisemitism.
Senior minister Karoline Edtstadler was appointed to lead a comprehensive strategic plan
for the battle against antisemitissathe outcome of extensive efftg, and an annual
budget was determined for ensuring the security of Jewish communities. In June the
Hizballah was outlawed, following another decision of the Parliament, and BDS was
declared antisemitié’

Second, the Working Definition of Antisemitismwas adopted during 2020 by a growing
number of countries, universities, sports clubs, municipalities and local councils, and this
trend continues in 2021. The Kantor Center is currently mapping the adoption of the
Definition worldwide, and the total numbieexceeds 450. Recently Bahrein also adopted
the Definition, and most important: it was adopted by the Global Imams Council,
following the signing of the Abraham Accofshe EU published a detailed handbook
recommending a correct and comprehensive useha& Definition, as part of a more
general decision to recognize the battle against antisemitism as a clause in its political
plans®

As the adoption of the Working Definition progresses, as it becomes a-bahes
statement, an affirmation of standing byhose who combat antisemitism and other
injustices, criticism and opposition to its implementation also intensify. The main
opponents are intellectuals and academics, especially those who support Palestinian
rights. Their main argument is that the Defiait is detrimental to freedom of speech as
well as to the Palestinians' right to selétermination, and that the four points in the
Definition, indicating when anfZionism is in fact antisemitism, turn any criticism of Israel
into antisemitism. These dhas are unfounded, since the Definition is Aegally-binding,
namely it is a recommendation and not part of any legislation, and also because the
Jewish People's right to seletermination detracts nothing from the Palestinians' right

to seltdeterminaion. The Definition also states explicitly that criticism of Israel, which is
just like criticism of any other democratic country, cannot be regarded as antiséfhitic.
One of President Joe Biden's first steps was to warmly adopt the Definition without
grounding it in legislatiorf! while Greece was the first, and for now the only country to

37 https://www.austria.org/thatest/2020/2/28/austrigmarliamenipresentgesolutionproposa
condemnineantisemitismandthe-bdsmovement

38 https://eurojewcong.org/news/neasdviews/globalimamscouncitadoptsihra-definition-of-
antisemitism/

39 https://en

humanities.tau.ac.il/sites/humanities _en.tau.ac.il/files/media_server/Hanbook%?20practical%20use%200f%
20the%20IHRA. pdf

40 https://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/letters/.premiln9480441
https://www.haaretz.co.il/opinions/letters/.premiin8973295

41 https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/international/1612302B@fnradministratiorembracesand
championshra-d€finition-of-antisemitism
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establish an intepffice committee charged with proposing a legal framework for
implementing the Definition in education, in the legal system and in governfient.
Researchrs at the Kantor Center believe that using the Definition as is, and the assistance
it provides in various areas, like identifying instances of antisemitism, instructing police,
serving as supportive material in court, and encouraging discussions onnfientk
issues in parliaments and universities before adopting the Definition, are more beneficial
than grounding it in the law and making it a coercive tool.

Third, allocation of funds for protecting Jewish communitieblew York Governor
Andrew Cuomo, formr President Donald Trump, Germany's Office of the Interior, the
SachsermAnhalt state where the city of Halle is located, the Austrian governmédmtve

all announced that they would increase their existing funding or allocate new funds to the
protection and development of security means for the Jewish communffies.

Fourth, Jewish education and Jewish lifigforocco has announced that it would include
chapters on the history and culture of Moroccan Jews in its curricufd@srmany plans

a series of event$i2021, to celebrate 1700 years of Jewish life in Germany, including the
battle against antisemitisrf®

Former President Trump approved the Never Again Education Act, authorizibigitieel
States Holocaust Memorial MuseutdSHMM) in Washington D.@ promote the
teaching and awareness of the HolocatfsThe European Council regards antisemitism
as an "attack on European values", and indicates the need to combat it decfSivaly.
October the Foreign Minister of Abu Dhabi met with Israeli Foreign MiniSipi
Ashkenazi at the Holocaust Memorial in Berlin, and together they announced: Never
againt® The President of the European r@mission, Ursula von der Leyesecided to
upgrade both the battle against antisemitism and support for Jewish life, and appointe
her VP Maragaritis Schinas to handle these affdirs.

42 See report by Michal Navoth on Greece herein.

43 https://www.timesofisrael.com/austrigovernmentriples-security-fundingfor-localjewish
community/ https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/germapledgesextra26-million-for-jewishsecurity
642842

44 https://www.haaretz.com/middieastnews/.premiurmoroccanschoolsteachjewish-historyin-
groundbreakingirst-1.9360358

45 https://berlinspectator.co2021/02/21germanycelebratesl 700 yearsof-jewishlife-on-its-territory-1/.
46 https://www.govtrack.us/congress/billd&§hr943.

47 https://www.worldjewishcongress.org/en/newsfalls-antise mitismincompatiblewith-values
demandshationatstrategiesrom-membercountries12-3-2020

48 https://www.reuters.com/article/tikraetqulf-germany/uagministervows-neveragainin-berlin-
holocaustmemorialvisit-togethefwith-israelicounterpadidUKKBN26R2HG ?editiorredirect=in

49 https://ec.europa.eu/newsim/just/newslettespecificarchive

issue.cfm?newsletter _service id=1955&newsletter issue id=27770&pdf=true&fullDate=Sun%2012%20Ja
n%202020&lang=default
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Moreover, in recent years, institutions like the European Union and Israel's Ministries

of Foreign Affairs and Diaspora Affairs have intensified their talks with the companies
running the social mediaCertain companies have undertaken to change their policies
with regard to erasing antisemitic content as soon as it is discovered. For example,
Facebook agreed to change its policy, responding to an approach by a coalition of 150
organizations. The Kant@enter was party to a letter to the press which accompanied
this approach to Mark Zuckerbe?§There has been progress in developing tools enabling
the detection of antisemitic discourse on the internet, based on the Working Definition.
Israel's Ministryof Diaspora Affairs has developed the Antisemitic Cyber Monitoring
System, which identifies antisemitic expressions in several languages on several
networks, and in 2020 even began to monitor websites in the darknet, which are more
difficult to access. Hoewer, despite repeated declarations on the part of the leading
services, and some progress made so far, there is still a long way to go. In a meeting of
the Knesset Aliyah and Absorption Committee chaired by David Bitan, participants were
appalled when Twter's representative in Israel told them that Twitter does not block the
account of Ali Khamenei, Supreme Leader of Iran, because his megsagey for the
annihilation of Israet are considered verbal dispute on foreign afféitgind Twittei®
CEOaid in a hearing at the US Congress that Holocaust denial is not defined as prohibited
information. Financial interests, the ignorance of younger generations about
antisemitism, the Holocaust and the situation in the Middle East, the wish to address
broad audiences and create visibility for the companies, still prevent full progress in
removing antisemitic content from open networks.

How will 2021 be viewed in retrospectWill the level of antisemitic manifestations
decline once the pandemic is over and therld is back to normal? Or will violence
escalate when people return to the public space and encounter each other once again?
There is no way of knowing. But in the meantime, worldwide monitoring must be
continued, and findings analyzed and made pulMoreover, a broad view must be
maintained: not only Jews but others as well are being blamed in this scene, like the
Chinese and East Asians in general, immigrants and foreigners, and even Bill Gates, 5
generation antennas and more. And there are otbecriminated minorities, with which

we can join forces and struggle for a better world.

50 https://www.prnewswire.com/newsleases/coaliticof-morethanl120-ngoscallson-facebookto-
createa-comprehensivhatespeeckpolicy-on-antrsemitisni301108674.html

51 https://www.timesofisrael.com/twittédellssmkskhameneisliminateisraelpostsdontviolate-its-
rules/ https://www.timesofisrael.com/twittazeo-suggestolocaustdeniatnot-bannedon-platformin-

senategrilling/.
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POST SOVIET UNION AND EASTERN EURQPENtakser

Ukraine

According to the annual report of the United Jewish Community of Ukraine, the number
of case®f antisemitism declined from 66 in 2019 to 49 in 2020. However, the report also

noted that, unlike in 2019, there were five instances of physical violence against
individuals that were motivated by antisemitism in 2020. The report also noted a

substantid increase in antisemitism on social media. Given these instances of violence
and the upsurge in antisemitism on social media, it is unsurprising that 56 percent of the
Jewish respondents to the poll believed that the level of antisemitism in Ukraine had

increased in 20267

As in 2019, several cases of vandalism against Jewish communal property, antisemitic
graffiti in the public domain, and antisemitic pronouncements in the media, whether
online or print, were reported. In addition, there was a bizarreident in Kulomyya,
where a senior police officer, after singling out Jews as having criminal contacts,
demanded a list of all members of the Jewish Orthodox community as well as the names
of all Jewish students at the local universiy.

As far as physitaiolence is concerned, in 2020 there were two attacks on synagogues,
in Vinnits&* and in MariupoF® during which the perpetrator attacked an employee and

526 Ot chet mipiooi amai seUkraine za 2020 god?éd, Obyedinennay:
February 16, 202https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/otchypatantisemitizmuv-ukraineza2020-god.

Last accessed on February 17, 2021; OAntisemitizm in
evreiskaya obshchina Ukrainyttps://jew.org.ua/images/pdf/ArSemitism_in_Ukraine_2020.pdfast

accessed on February 17, 2021.

53Al exandra Odynova, OUkraine Police Probe Senior Off
May 14, 2020https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ukraipelice-probeseniorofficersrequestfor-jews

personadinfo/. Last accessed on Febrwuary 17, 2020; o6Outrage
Jews in Ukrainianctd, i n I ndependent, May 12, 2020.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/jevdasmmunityukrainekolomyyaanti-semitism-

policea9510126.html Last accessed on February 17, 2020; Sam S«
who demanded | ist of Jewi s hhttpsi/forivacdecangn@ws/brieakingFor war d, Mée
news/446364/ukrain®-punishpolice-chiefwho-demandedist-of-jewish-citizens. Last accessed on

February 17, 2020.

546 Dr unk man attacks synagiomea, ihliUWkri &isnea, FKemhrtuary
https://112.international/society/drumkanattackssynagoguén-vinnytsiacentratukraine48933.hinl .

Last accessed on Febrwuary, 17, 2021; &V Vinnitse soVe
February 27, 2020ttps://jewish.ru/ru/news/articles/192262/ast accessed on February 2021;
ONapadenie na sinagogu Vv Vinnitse: politsiia otkryla

https://www.ukrinform.ru/rutic-regions/288464Mapadeniena-sinagoguv-vinnice-policia-otkryla-2-

dela.html. Last accessed on February 17, 2021.

55E | i Nahum, o6Unknown man burst into Mariupol synagog
Worldwide, July 28, 202(ttps://www.antisemitism.co.il/2020/07/unknowamanburstinto-

mariupol.html Last accessed on February 17, 2021; o6V Mariup
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a guard, respectively. Two Hasidic Jews were knifed in separate incidents in Uman; these
attacks stenmed from tensions between locals and the Breslav Hasidic community, which
has refused to respect the Covi® related quarantine in the cif§?. The report of the
United Jewish Community of Ukraine mentions an additional case of physical violence in
Berdiarsk, where an anonymous Jewish man complained that a neighboring couple
shouted antisemitic insults and attacked hifAlthough there were no other reported
cases of violence against individuals, there were some additional threats qewish
violence. Br example, in March 2020, in multiple Ukrainian cities, bomb threats were
made against Jewish synagogudn addition, due to rumors that Jews were buying up
Ukrainian land in an attempt to gain control over Ukraine, in April 2020, an individual
organil SR I Lz f AO | OldA2y Ay hRS&aal F3arAyad (KA
Jewsc{ @S 2#NJ { G GSQo

There were several cases of vandalism against Jewish community property and Holocaust
memorials. For example, a Jewish community center in iShevgas firebombed? a
memorial stone commemorating local Holocaust victims in the Cherkassk region was
destroyed®!in Ostrog, swastikas were painted on a stand informing visitors of the history

lustroildrk u s ok hr anni ko mbttps:/NVa/ukrditeleyentZsgagog2vonraupole
napatmuzhchinas-toporomvideo-novostiukrainy-50102669.html Last accessed on February 17, 2021,

56Cnaan Liphshiz, ¢6éJewish man beaten at supermar ket i
September 1, 2020itps://www.jta.org/gick-reads. Last accessed on February 17, 2021; Tatyana
Ocheretyanaya, Ol zbienie hasida v Umani, politsiia ot
September 2, 2020ttps://www.segodnya.ua/regions/others/izbigmsidav-umantpoliciya-otkryla-
ugolovnoeproizvodstve1474119.html Last accessed on February 17, 2021;
teenager lightly wounded intata c k i n Uman, Ukrainebo, in Jewish Tel egr
https://www.jta.org/quickeads/jewisieenagetightly-woundedin-attackin-umanukraine. Last

accessed on February 17, 2021; 6Man who attached a He

October 22, 202ttps//www.unian.info/society/umanasemanwho-attackeda-hasidwith-knife-
detained11190185.htmlLastaccessed on February 17, 2021.

576 Antisemitizm in Ukraine, report for 20206, Obyedin
https://jew.org.ua/images/pdf/Arfiemitism_in_Ukraine 2020.pdLast accessed on February 17, 2021.

58 https://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolinskast accessed on February 17, 2021.

596V Odesse odnofamiletz Yarosha pyt dégeosramuzpe ovesti ak:
zaderzhala politisii a6, httpsWneRstpe/rs/trimipafa3339qiast aceessed Apr i | 5,
on February 17, 2021; Svetl ana Maneki na, 6 V Odesse r
prodazhi zeml i, obviniv evreevi62& emel d6noi ref or med,

http://antifashist.com/itemfedessaadikalyaroshpytalsyaprovestimiting-protiv-prodazirzemlk
obviniv-evreevv-zemelnojreforme.html Last accessed on Februdrg, 2021.

60Marcy Oster, OFirebombing damages Jewi sh center in
21, 2020https://www.jtacrg/quickreads Last accessed on February 18, 2021
Center in Ukraine Lightly Damaged by Firebombé, in Tt

https://www.timesofisrael.com/jewistenterin-ukrainelightly-damageeby-firebomb/. Lastaccessed on

February 18, 2021.

6lYur i i Strigun, 6Vandaly znishchili evreiskidi pamyat
2020.http://vechirka.net/vandatinischilievreyskiypamyatniku-lisyanci?fbclid=IwAR3FavpxrwrowBY

olyKwYrk dSYPtDruzZ6qqeFIwk2zkTUSWhpmTzNtQ Last accessed on February 18, 2021;

OPrestupni kov razbivshikh pamiatnik zhertvam Hol okost
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of the local Jewish communit§Z and in Mariupol, a painted Symbol and the slogan,

W5SIFGK G2 0KS WSabheQepatDdN: Unitkdi)Onsd SomBiumidy of

Ukraine also cited complaints from community members of antisemitic graffiti in multiple
20KSNJ f201ftSaY wAg@ySs Ybriipd® [ QOADS hRSaal > {

There were also humerous antisemitic expressions in both print and social media in 2020.

For exampleYgolog | ySgald LISNJ 6FaSR Ay [ QOADS> Lzt A
Jews of trying to gain financial and political control over Ukr&ftuch accusations also

appeared in social medfa.

The authorities in Ukraine have repeatedly turned to Ukrainian nationalist organizations

F2NJ I Wdzal 6tfS LI adQ Ay 2NRSNI G2 fSIAGAYIGS
these organizations were @ racist, antisemitic, and during WWII collaborated with the

Nazis. This collaboration often included taking an active part in the Holocaust. During

2020 various Ukrainian cities, for example, glorified such individuals as Mikhailo Mulik, an

SS Galicia dision veteran® + I At Q [ SO120A0KZ | 22 LL O2YYl

Remembrance, Research, and Justice, May 27, 26p0/remembrance.ru/2020/05/27/poliz&iast
accessed on February 18, 2021; O6Politsiia pod Cher kas:c

evreiamb, i n Jewi btips:/Nweishrsews.ciraug/soiddy/poli@fe?tcherkassami
ne-nashlavinovnyix-v-razrushenimemorialaevreyam Last accessed on February 18
idy pridumalvioW@. ralsistkalz@ |l Lppravdu o karantined in Eur A

https://eadaily.com/ru/news/2020/04/02 e zhdy-pridumalizhiteklvova-rasskazapravduo-karantine

Last accessed on February 19, 2021.

62 https://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolindkgst accessed on February 18, 2021.

636 Pol itsia otkryla ugembvebkei debdppesi fakMar aanpol eb, |
2020.https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/policzigtkryila-ugolovnoedelo-po-faktu-antise mitskojnadpist

v-mariupole. Last accessed on February 18, 2021.

646 Ot chet po antisemitizmu v Ukraine za 2020 godé6, Ob
February 16, 202https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/otchypmtantisemitizmuv-ukraineza2020-god.

Last accessed on February 17, 2021

65Roman Gur sokii, O6Evr ei khochut ostatochno zabrati S
https://vgolos.com.ua/news/yevrdypchutostatochnezabratysobiviaduv-
ukrayini_1152017.html?fbclid=IwAR2yS4Cz0rHHXAhLuUvPQUv3LCO90Ilyf1n8cCOydarr8ot2eHYaSxV1

leSSs. Last accessed on FebruaryzIl&c¢ hi2wt29i;: RdEnwame iGuv idd &
do vl adi priishli |l i udost id@a, eikn Wdgal awkrMamskad, 2020t
https://vgolos.com.ua/news/gereshiy-zlochyntsiyevreytvidchuly-shhedo-vlady-pryjshly-lyudy-dalekk
vid-ukrayinskoytidentychnosti 1182776.html?fbclid=IwWARIWNAz2AaKClcqYaYWUOxg4dPKiL .

Lastaccessed on February 18, 2021.

66 https://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolindkya st accessed on February 18, 202:
antisemitizmu v Ukraine za 2 8hghiha dkaidydFebraty §6ead2lnennay a ¢
https://jewishnews.com.ua/society/otchyatantisemitizmuv-ukraineza2020-god Last accessed on

February 17, 2021

67Natd i a Petriv, 6U Frankivsdku v ostanniu dorogu prove
January 28, 2020ttp://mi100.info/2020/01/28rankivskuv-ostannyudoroguprovodyatveteranaoun
myhajlamulyka

foto/?fbclid=IwWAR3TWTxAVgn35NDLMIg5kuOQINPIS3T84DQix4mKtolv3b7dgLY2vNchcRbast
accessed on February 18, 20Ritps://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolindkgst accessed on February 18,
2021.
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Dubno Ukrainian policé8, dzZNA A t 2f Al yalAAZ GKS YI@2NI 2F [ Q
haALl . ST LX I £ Q1 2 ZcJedvibldpogydrnd irS2dibcBel, and ddimom BranitskiiA

FYR htSlal .Fo@AX FOUAGBS LI NIAOALIMandd NBaLISC
the 1941 massacre of Kyiv Jews in Babyi¥Ene Kyiv Shevchenko Universityblished

in August 2020 the memoirs of Kost Smovskii without mentioning that during WWII he

was a Nazi collaborator, who took an active part in the massacres at Babyi Yar (Ukraine,
September 20 N~ Mdpn MO FYR AY YKI &y Q2Motesvari S wdza a )’
when the regional Kyiv court in May 2020 attempted to ban organizations from publicly

RAALI Fe@Ay3 GKS aevyozfta 2F GKS 22LL ! {NFYAYAL
reversed on appeal by the Kyiv Sixth Administrative CGurt.

Overall, the nurber of antisemitic events in 2020 that were significant enough to gain the
attention of the press was not large, but there were numerous sstdle attacks that
contributed to the opinion among Ukrainian Jews that there were substantial, largely
latent, antisemitic feelings within the country.

68Vi ctoria Venk, 6ZiguiushchKakpkbfgesoevIipbedkag
ukraintsam deputay 06 S| ugi nar odad hitps:/sBana.ua/neavs/2640pdtsistdkie 2 9, 20
druzjaiz-ouni-upakakikh-hemewpredlahajutukraintsamdeputatysluhi-naroda.html Last accessed on

February 18, 202https://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolindkgst accessed on February 18, 2021.

69 On February 4, 2020ittps://www.facebook.com/eduard.dolindkgst accessed on February 18, 2021.
70Marina Zhdanovich, O6Karantin kak detonatord, in Odn
https://odnarodyna.org/content/karankizk-detonator. Last accessed on February 18, 2021.

716V Ternopol 6skoi obl asti ot kryli me mor iYalr@mui u nt abl |
News Front, November 17, 2020.

726 Ki evs ki i uni versitet Shevchenko izdal memuary nats
https://strana.ua/news/2860R8fedramirovohaukrainstvauniversitetashevchenkazdalamemuary
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universitet Ukrainy proslavnatsistskogo palacha’, in Polit Navigator, August 27, 2020.
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memorialnuydtablichkuv-chestodnogeiz-palachejbabegeyara/. Last accessed on February 18, 2021;

O60Na Ukraine otkryli ocherednui u me modsi Noletibeulizu dosku r
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palachu.htmlLastaccessed on February 18, 2081y u r i i Ra d ¢ mieamkene pere&irllinah i t o
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aktivistaoun-m-olekskbabiyav-svitli-spogadivpro-vtechuvid-rozstrilu Last accessed on February 18,

2021.

73Al eksandr Shakhov, ©6éd6Lizhete nogi okkupant amb. Kak
simvoli ku SS 6Galitchi nhgttdsd/stran@.tarnaws/a9l4ké&-easiorelmty er 24, 202
zastavilisudotmenitzapretnasimvoliku-sshalichiny.html. Last accessed ocon February
appeliatsionnyi administrativngiud Ukr ai ny reabilitiroval 6chestdd SS
September 23, 2020itps://buzina.org/golesaroda/378&sqgalicia.html Last accessed on February 18,
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Hungary

Edit Inotai and Claudia Ciobanu, in their research on Hungarian antisemitism today,

agreed that Hungary is a safe country for JéWadeed, in 2020, there were no reported

cases of physical attacks on peopletivated by antisemitism and only one reported case

of vandalism in a Jewish cemetery in Keéed&till, Hungary repeatedly faces accusations

of antisemitism. Such accusations are not based on cases of antisemitic violence, but on

the conservative Hungariy 32 @SNY YSy G Qa G2t SN yOS (26 NRa
and antisemitic views as well as of its usage of habitual antisemitic discourses in attacks
against its political enemie&

The Jewish financier and philanthropist George Soros was for Hteséweral years
presentedby Prime Minister of Hungary Viktor Orb&@nd his supporters as the most
important enemy of the Hungarian state. Soros is a liberal, who has invested much money
and effort in East European cultural and educational infrastructug@gen his infusion of
cash into the region, it is particularly odd that he is constantly accused of wishing to profit
FNRY I dzyd3INEQa ¢Sl 1ySaaod ¢KS | OO0daldA2y YI 1S
stereotype of a greedy Jew. Another common a&ation against Soros, based on his
interest in assisting refugees from the Middle East and Africa, is that due to his hatred of
European culture, he plans to swamp Europe with refugees of differentbursopean
cultures and thus destroy Europe. Here tdwg taccusation is not based on fact, but rather
the stereotype of the Christiahating Jew, since Soros is well known for his substantial
contributions to sustaining the cultural institutions in Eastern Europe. On February 16,
2020, n his Address to the Nian, Viktor Orb#a repeated these two accusations against
Soros’’ Although the Hungarian public has become accustomed to such accusations and
occasionally even laughs at thefit was shocked when Szilard Demeter, a Hungarian

74BEdi t I not ai and €ehmitismareeps b&ck astHangany,anddéland fail to draw red

linesd in Balkan Insight, September 11, 2020.

75Cnaan Liphshiz, O6éHeadstones smashed at Jewish cemet
Telegraphic Agency, November 3, 202@ps://www.jta.org/quickeads. Last accessed on February 20,

2021.

761 dit I notai and Claudia Ciobanu, 6Antisemitism cree
l inesd in Balkan I nsight, September 11, 2020. Stepher
of Zion: Anti-Semi t i sm i n Or b aecddAiettikhndDgria Pagidvan eds.nClodkwdrk

Enemy: Xenophobia and Racism in the Era of lRepulism. Mimesis. 2020, pp. 115, 126.

77Eva S. Balogh, o6Urban: OA liberal is a commie with
February 16, 202Mttps://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/02/16/orbdiberalis-a-commiewith-a-college

education/ Last accessed on February 20, 2021; Eva S.Baloghhr ee t akes on Vi ctor Ur b:
The Hungarian Spectrum, February 17, 202@hs://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/02/17 Aakeson-

viktor-orbansspeech/ Last accessed on February 20, 2021.
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/09/11/antisemitisreepsbackashungaryandpolandfail-to-draw-red

lines/. Last accessed on February 20, 2021.

78Dani el Acs, OAz ember, aki az anyjat is megolte vol
https://444.hu/2020/05/04/azmberaki-azanyjat-is-megoltevolna. Last accessed on February 20, 2021,
Eva S. Bal ogh, 0444: George Soros: the man who would
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writer and known supporter o®rbén, published an article in the righiting newspaper,

Origio2y b2@SYOSNIHYS HnanHn AY 6KAOK KS Slidzr 6SR
that of the Nazi Holocaust perpetrators and Hungarians with Jewish Holocaust viétims.

Numerous Hungarian jourtiats protested. The protestors included Jézsef Palinkas,

former minister of education and president of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, who

was a close political ally of Orban in the late 1990s, Istvan Gusztos froHirtkikia
newspaper T 6th Csaba Tibdrom the Mercenewspaper, and many other$he Jewish

periodical Szombat and the umbrella organization of Jewiblungarian religious
communitiesMazsihisprotestedas well. Demeter, in reaction to these protests, publicly
GAOGKRNBG GKS I NGIAOES FTNRBY Lzt AOIGAR2Yd LG gt

Orbay/ Q& RSY2y AT LFiGA2y 2F DS2NHS {2NRa |faz2 FdzyC
identifying the view®f his liberal opponents with those of Soros, whom he has portrayed

to the public as the quintessentif! | g9 WANE LIS | y 3 NI$épes todBaseriQ h ND +

his opponents. Yet, antisemitic discourse has not been the primary manifestation of
governmentark A SYAUAAYP a2NB (e@LIAOFE A& (GKS 3I20SNYy
views of its political supporters. For example, when BeatrixSjkd supporter of Orbra

Spectrum, May 9, 2020ittps://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/05/094brgesorosthe-manwho-would-
havekilled-his-mother/. Last accessed on February 20, 2021.

796 Eur opat Soros Gyorgy gazkamrajanakdés&dzlRimamiadyal hal h
Mazsihisz, November 28, 2020ttps://mazsihisz.hu/hire&zsidovilagbol/mazsihiszirek/europaisoros

gyorgygazkamrajanehivni. Last accessed on Febrwuary 20, 2021; Janr
Szombat, November 28, 202@tps://www.szombat.org/politika/kontrollvesztelsast accessed on

February 20,29 1 ; Il stvan Gusztos, 6Li bsi , |l i bernyak, Li berar
https://hirklikk.hu/kozelet/libslibernyakliberarja/373254/ Last accessed on February 2021; Tibor

Toth Csaba, 06Demeter Szilard cikkevel el i smerte: a ko

in Merce, November 28, 202Bttps://merce.hu/2020/11/28/demeszilard-cikkevelelismertea-
kormanyzatisorosozasalobanantiszemitekampany/. Last accessed on February 20, 2021; Eva S.

Balogh, 6Szilard Demeter 6s L oat hdao8pectréat, Mosemmker on Geor g ¢
28, 2020https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/11/28/szidetheterdoathsomeattackon-georgesoros/.

Last accessedonFebar y 20, 2021; Eva S. Balogh, o6Orban | oses k
The Hungarian Spectrum, November 29, 202ths://hungarianspé&eim.org/2020/11/29/orbaloseskey-
playersin-his-matchwith-the-eu/. Last accessed on February 20, 2021.
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Mazsihisz, November 28, 2020ttps://mazsihisz.hu/hirezsidovilagbol/mazsihiszhirek/europaisoros
gyorgy-gazkamrajanakivni . Last accessed on Februaeyzt&®sd,20i2d; Jan
Szombat, November 28, 202@tps://www.szombat.org/politika/kontrollvesztelsast accessed on

February 20, 2021; | stvan Gusztos emberl28 B024., | i bernyak,
https://hirklikk.hu/kozelet/libslibernyakliberarja/373254/ Last accessed on February 20, 2021; Tibor

Toth Csaba, 6éDemeter Szinlyarad icislok eowealz aessl ivarheorbtaen: aant ki ¢
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kormanyzatisorosozasalobanantiszemitekampany/. Last accessed on February 20, 2021; Eva S.
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Last accessed on February 20, 2021; Eva S. Balogh, 0C¢
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playersin-his-matchwith-the-eu/. Last accessed on February 20, 2021.
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and known antiSemite, was appointed director of Ka#h radio, the government

remained silat despite widespread public protests. Another example of the
A20SNYYSyGQa egAfftAy3dySaa G2 20SNI 221 lydAaras
release of the National Basic Curriculum for Literature in February 202K S WNXS |j dzA NB R ¢
reading listdid/ 2 G Ay Of dzZRS | y& ¢ 2 NJ authdréNobetlipti@dteNE Q& Y 2
Imre Kertéz, a Jewish Holocaust survivor. However, the list did include multiple works

having antisemitic content from the 1930s and 1940s by authors suchbast AVass,

Ferenc HercZ2 | Y R W52 Thé& govetmmeNtNghored the antisemitic content of

these books and the protests against their inclusion by teachers and academics, since

these books promoted nationalist views that the government wanted to see taught in

schools.

In addition to its willingness to tolerate antisemitism, the Hungarian government is also
willing to tolerate a historical distortion of WWII events in Hungary, including the
Holocaust. In 2020, Hungary continued idealizing those Hungarians who fought on the

8lEva S. Bal ogh, 6 Ant i sBeatix Sikbsi,2he ReavdHeasd of Rosdith Raglio, isMi n d !
Unst op p ab luagarian Spectrumhlanudrdy 7, 2020.

https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/01/07 Faetniticracistnevermind-beatrixsiklosithe-new-headof-
kossuthradio-is-unstoppablel. ast accessed on February 19, 2021; OHih

Kossuth Radio el er e6, htipgsv/nedlenkw2020/01/0d/laihetatakiog- 7 , 2020

beatrixkerulta-kossuthradioelere/. Last accessed on February 19, 2021,;
kinevezese miatt ujr a alhttps:@24.lubdlf@dd/2020/61/02/dkleleatrix January ¢
kossuthradiotiltakozas/. Last accessed on Febrwuary 19, 2021; |1
botranydk a t , al hirekkel posztolja tele a Facebookot: o a

2020.https://444.hu/2020/01/07/halmozazantiszemitebotranyokatalhirekkelposztoljatele-a-
facebookoto-a-kossuthradio-uj-igazgatoja Last accessed on February 19, 2021; Attila Ferenc,

O0Anti szemita al hirekre fel kesdazguwlzmgia:t 0§iakléqg s ii nB &aturripx be
2020.https://zsurpubi.hu/cikk/97 7@ntiszemitaalhirekrefelkeszulnisiklosi-beatrixa-kossuthradio-uj-

igazgatojal Last accessed on February 19, 2021.

82Susan Rubin Suleiman, 6Jewish Nobel | aureate | mre K
curriculumbd, i n T atps$/evivy.tabeenbgrcondsecyionslagts 2 02 0.
letters/articles/holocaustungaryviktor-orban. Last accessed on February 20, 2021; Zoltan Kovacs,
O6Hungarian state secretary ZetlFebauary X a2028.cs responds to
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/alétters/articles/hungariastatesecretaryesponds Last accessed

on February 20,22 1 ; Marton Dunai, OHungarian teachers say ne\
ideol ogyé6, i n Re thitps:fwswy.refees samiadidesingarypdit@2éhchers
protests/hungariateacherssaynewschootcurriculumpushesnationalistideologyidUSKBN1ZY28Y .

Last accessed on Februarryd 2 0qgur2roi2dy!l Edidr dsnaodead,, i6rHuB
February 7, 202(ttps://balkaninsight.com/2020/02/07/democrdiyesthungaryscurriculumcrusade!/

Last accesed on February 20, 2021; Katalin Maddcsi ube, O6A new era of greatness:
curriculumdbé, i n Cul t uhttesdwwotultukoshtstory.ynk June 28, 2020.
jena.de/politics/hungaryaew-eraof-greatnesfiungarysnew-core
curriculum/?fbclid=IwAR2ipSDIZGcPafbP0aVx5adhkpvrVs3gApBDOMNJI¥EWMw -MsleraaHtQ

Last accessed on February 20, 2021.

83Stephen | . Pogany, O6Multiculturalism and Propaganda
of Al bert Wassé6. 2019, p. 1.

https://www.academia. edu/39288450/MuIt|cuIturaI|sm and_Propaganda_Depictions_of Romanians_and_J
ews_in_the_ Fiction_of Albert Wadsast accessed on February 20, 2021.

26



https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/01/07/anti-semitic-racist-never-mind-beatrix-siklosi-the-new-head-of-kossuth-radio-is-unstoppable/
https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/01/07/anti-semitic-racist-never-mind-beatrix-siklosi-the-new-head-of-kossuth-radio-is-unstoppable/
https://neokohn.hu/2020/01/07/hihetetlen-siklosi-beatrix-kerult-a-kossuth-radio-elere/
https://neokohn.hu/2020/01/07/hihetetlen-siklosi-beatrix-kerult-a-kossuth-radio-elere/
https://24.hu/belfold/2020/01/08/siklosi-beatrix-kossuth-radio-tiltakozas/
https://24.hu/belfold/2020/01/08/siklosi-beatrix-kossuth-radio-tiltakozas/
https://444.hu/2020/01/07/halmozza-az-antiszemita-botranyokat-alhirekkel-posztolja-tele-a-facebookot-o-a-kossuth-radio-uj-igazgatoja
https://444.hu/2020/01/07/halmozza-az-antiszemita-botranyokat-alhirekkel-posztolja-tele-a-facebookot-o-a-kossuth-radio-uj-igazgatoja
https://zsurpubi.hu/cikk/9777-antiszemita-alhirekre-felkeszulni-siklosi-beatrix-a-kossuth-radio-uj-igazgatoja/
https://zsurpubi.hu/cikk/9777-antiszemita-alhirekre-felkeszulni-siklosi-beatrix-a-kossuth-radio-uj-igazgatoja/
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/arts-letters/articles/holocaust-hungary-viktor-orban
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/arts-letters/articles/holocaust-hungary-viktor-orban
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/arts-letters/articles/hungarian-state-secretary-responds
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hungary-politics-teachers-protests/hungarian-teachers-say-new-school-curriculum-pushes-nationalist-ideology-idUSKBN1ZY28Y
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-hungary-politics-teachers-protests/hungarian-teachers-say-new-school-curriculum-pushes-nationalist-ideology-idUSKBN1ZY28Y
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/02/07/democracy-digest-hungarys-curriculum-crusade/
https://www.cultures-of-history.uni-jena.de/politics/hungary/a-new-era-of-greatness-hungarys-new-core-curriculum/?fbclid=IwAR2ipSDlZGcPafbP0aVx5adhkpvrVs3gApBDOmNJfYGuxXMw-Ms1eraaHt0
https://www.cultures-of-history.uni-jena.de/politics/hungary/a-new-era-of-greatness-hungarys-new-core-curriculum/?fbclid=IwAR2ipSDlZGcPafbP0aVx5adhkpvrVs3gApBDOmNJfYGuxXMw-Ms1eraaHt0
https://www.cultures-of-history.uni-jena.de/politics/hungary/a-new-era-of-greatness-hungarys-new-core-curriculum/?fbclid=IwAR2ipSDlZGcPafbP0aVx5adhkpvrVs3gApBDOmNJfYGuxXMw-Ms1eraaHt0
https://www.academia.edu/39288450/Multiculturalism_and_Propaganda_Depictions_of_Romanians_and_Jews_in_the_Fiction_of_Albert_Wass
https://www.academia.edu/39288450/Multiculturalism_and_Propaganda_Depictions_of_Romanians_and_Jews_in_the_Fiction_of_Albert_Wass

side of Germany in WWII as well as those Germans who in¢1948 helped defend
Budapest against an attack by the Red Army. On February 8, 2020, an anriNdzieo
demonstration commemorating the failed attempt of German and Hungarian soldiers to
break outof the Soviet encirclement of Budapest on February 11, 1945, took place as
usual in Budapest. The demonstration was organized by two far right groups: Legio
Hungaria, established in 2018, and the Hungarian Hammerskins, a group about which the
press seem® know very little. In addition, Hungarian N&azis organized government
supported memorial tours, in which the participants wore swastikas and replicas of an
iron cross were awardetf.

Despite these disturbing instances, there is within the country gireesistance to the

idealization of the Nazi past. Demonstrators at the abowentioned February 8, 2020
demonstration were confronted by counterdemonstratof8ln Budapest District XII,

Mayor Zolén Pokorni, a member of the ruling Fidesz Party, collalearatith mayors

from two other Budapest districts, belonging to the opposition, to organize a joint
2dziR22N) SEKAO6AGAZ2Y OFtfSR a{AS83S 1pé¢ Ay CSoN
alternative interpretation of the last days of WWII to that preseshtby the neeNazi
demonstrators®®

Two antiFascist demonstrations also confronted the March 1, 202@idgat march,
celebrating the WWII Hungary leader Miklos Horthydorthy, considered a hero by
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Hungarian nationalists, was also known for his antisemfblicies and for his
collaboration in sending Jewish Hungarians to the camps in §944.

In conclusion, while antisemitic violence is extremely rare in Hungary, the government is
willing to tolerate antisemitism among its supporters, to utilize antisendiscourse
occasionally for its political goals, and to tolerate glorification of WWII Hungarian
nationalists even though they fought on the side of the Nazis and took part in the
Holocaust. On the other hand, there is substantial resistance in Hungamrds such
tolerance, expressed through street demonstrations as well as through the press.

The Russian Federation

The Levada Center, a Russian think tank specializing in public opinion polling, concluded
based on a survey of the Russian population coteti®etween August 20 and 26 of

2020 that although antisemitism still exists in Russia, the Jews are the least hated ethnic
minority in the countn?® In their October 2020 report, the Independent Center for
Information and Analysis Sova reached a simitarctusion? Yet, a study by the same

Levada think tank, published in July 2020, claimed that Russian Jews are concerned about
latent antisemitism within the country. Alexei Levinson, head of sociocultural research at

the center and author of the report, ned that many Russian Jews attribute the small

YdzYo SN 2F FyGAaSYAGAO GdlrOl1a G2 wdzaaily CSF
tolerate antisemitism in any form. As a result, the police and the courts have taken a
similar stancé! This view was &oed by Rabbi Alexander Boroda, the head of the
CSRSNIGA2Y 2F wdzaaAiAl Qa WSgAaK /[/2YYdzyAdGAaASas
news agency. Based on data from the US State Department, Boroda expressed serious

88Eva S. Bal ogh, 6Remembering Horthyds election as Hu
Hungarian $ectrum, March 1, 202@uttps://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/03/01/remembenarthys
electiorashungarysgovernormarch1-1920/ Lastaccessed on February 20, 2021; Lacko Bernath et. al.

060Toroczkai antiszemita toposzokkal hergelte a kozonse
in Merce, March 1, 2020ttps://merce.hu/2020/03/01/antifasiselfentuntetokvarjak-a-mi-hazank
horthystafelvonulasatbudapesten/ Last accessed on February 20, 2021,
fogjuk hel yeandex Marchi,2a02@nt 6, in |

https://index.hu/belfold/2020/03/01/mi_hazank_betyarsereg_horthy miklos_tunketstsdccessed on
February 20, 2021.

896 Ksenophbbi anal nz mod Septénber 33J2020Cent er .
https://www.levada.ru/2020/09/23/ksenofobiyaatsionalizm
2/?fbclid=IwAR26L2qgUWTiWw98jAnZenxYTkFsS46TgeljzE7eEUOMUUIoKFr3cu8_0OLast

accessed on February 16, 2021

906 Ot chet ob anti se mi-Bdptember)nform&sosrmanarlitichezkdi @efter Saval u | y
October 2020https://www.ru.civie
nation.org/upload/iblock/5¢8/5c¢89380158b47b5999606a33a3162f1d.pdfaccessed on February 16,

2021

91Tara Kavaler, 6Jews in-BmssiamFdar CTewpbeaely$d, of nAl
August 4, 2020https://themedialine.org/testories/jewsn-russiafearlow-levelsof-antisemitismare
temporary/ Last accessed on February 16, 2021

28



https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/03/01/remembering-horthys-election-as-hungarys-governor-march-1-1920/
https://hungarianspectrum.org/2020/03/01/remembering-horthys-election-as-hungarys-governor-march-1-1920/
https://merce.hu/2020/03/01/antifasiszta-ellentuntetok-varjak-a-mi-hazank-horthysta-felvonulasat-budapesten/
https://merce.hu/2020/03/01/antifasiszta-ellentuntetok-varjak-a-mi-hazank-horthysta-felvonulasat-budapesten/
https://index.hu/belfold/2020/03/01/mi_hazank_betyarsereg_horthy_miklos_tuntetes/
https://www.levada.ru/2020/09/23/ksenofobiya-i-natsionalizm-2/?fbclid=IwAR26L2qUWTiWw98jAnZenxYTkFsS46TqeJ-JqzE7eEU0MUUIoKFr3cu8_0I
https://www.levada.ru/2020/09/23/ksenofobiya-i-natsionalizm-2/?fbclid=IwAR26L2qUWTiWw98jAnZenxYTkFsS46TqeJ-JqzE7eEU0MUUIoKFr3cu8_0I
https://www.ru.civic-nation.org/upload/iblock/5c8/5c89380158b47b5999606a33a3162f1e.pdf
https://www.ru.civic-nation.org/upload/iblock/5c8/5c89380158b47b5999606a33a3162f1e.pdf
https://themedialine.org/top-stories/jews-in-russia-fear-low-levels-of-anti-semitism-are-temporary/
https://themedialine.org/top-stories/jews-in-russia-fear-low-levels-of-anti-semitism-are-temporary/

concerns about latent antisemitism irugsia. Although this data was from 2017, Rabbi

Boroda believes, contrary to the findings of the Sova and the Levada Centers that the

situation has not improve®+ I f SNE 9y 3Sf @2A0SR aAYAf Il NI O2y (
Immune to Anti{ S Y A ( A &9¥éd dFalrlobsdrveon December 22, 2020; he argued

that the low number of antisemitic events in the Russian Federation was indicative of
OdZNNByYy (i Fdzi K2NAGASEAQ O2YYAUYSyld (2 FTAIKGAYy3
0KS LJ2 Lzt I O Svards Jéews3(BHllji R Kabbi 8doda and Valery Engels
acknowledge that the number of hateased attacks against Jews in the country is

miniscule.

In fact, judging by the latest data, there were no physical attacks on Jews in the Russian
Federation in 20Q. The most serious hadeased event of 2020 was an attempt by two
YSYOSNR 2F GUKS YINBHAYFf FYyR dzyNEBIAAGSNBR 2 NI
TAEESNI G2 FaalaaAaylraS | daNA ¢1FOKX GKS OKAST
is anorganization that refuses to accept the legitimacy of the Russian Federation. Its
members, largely elderly, occasionally get together for protest actions. The organization

is decentralized, and it is unlikely that beyond the two members who were apprekende

any other members were involvéd.The Uraldbased former priest and monk Father

Sergii (Romanov), another marginal person, publicly claimed that the Jews invented the
Covid19 epidemic in order to further exploit Russians. The church, due to this &ed ot

Covid19 pronouncements, forbade Sergii to pred@€While the initiators in both cases

were marginal to the Russian society, their actions might be expressions of the latent
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antisemitic feelings within the Russian Federation about which Jewish resptsidethe
Levada Center poll, as well as rabbi Boroda, expressed concern.

Latent antisemitic feelings have also occasionally found expression through attacks on
property, particularly synagogues, cemeteries, and Jewish cultural centers. The police and
the court system have reacted swiftly and efficiently to such cases. On April 12, 2020 an
arson attack caused severe damage to a synagogue in the northwestern city of
ArkhangelsR® In addition, on July 28, 2020, thirty headstones and monuments of the
Jewish emetery in the Nevskij district of St. Petersburg were vandafiZ&h September

20, 2020, the police detained a drunken neighbor who vandalized the Shamir Jewish
community center in eastern Moscow while shouting antisemitic epithets. The damage
was minor?®

The RussiaWWS ¢ A 4K / 2y aANXaa |yR GKS {20 /SyGdSNDa
2020, mentioned several verbal attacks, one on Rebsaevision show and three in the

press (The Nort#west Political News Agency), with an antisemitic subtext, iraing

that Jews have too much influence in the Russian feder&fion.
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