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Bare NPs and the kind-instance ambiguity 
 

In (1), the bare plural cows is interpretable as either referring to the cow species or as existentially quantifying 
over cow specimens. Thus, (1) is ambiguous. 
 
(1)  On the 28th of June, God created cows. (Carlson 1980:§7.4, ex.48) 
 a. 'God created the cow species.' 
 b. 'God created a number of cow specimens.' 
 
To the extent that create is not lexically ambiguous, the ambiguity in (1) is predicted to not exist by the 
theories of bare NPs of Carlson (1980) and Chierchia (1998). This ambiguity is accommodated by the two 
ingredients in (2). 
 
(2)  a. The episodic reference to specimens by cows in (1b) is not derived from the kind-reference 
 of cows as in (1a). (Krifka 2003) 
 b. The two covert type-shifts that are responsible for reference to kinds and episodic instances are 
 unranked (∩ and ∃ respectively). 
 
I will discuss the implications of (2b) on the theories of bare NPs of Chierchia (1998) and Dayal (2004), and I 
will discuss a prediction derived from Chierchia (1998) and Cohen (2007) that there should not be sentential 
ambiguity where a bare NP is interpretable as either kind-referring or as quantifying generically over 
instances. 
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